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1 . WE ARE CONCERNED OVER REPORTED GOT PROPOSAL TO CONTRACT 
NORWEGIAN DRILLING SHIP TO ENTER DISPUTED WATERS (REF B). 

WE BELIEVE TUNISIANS WOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY SUSTAINING CASE 
AS INJURED PARTY IN SECURITY COUNCIL CONSIDERATION IF THEY 
PROCEED TO CHALLENGE LIBYANS BY DRILLING IN SAME AREA OF 
OVERLAPPING CONCESSIONS AS SCARABEO, OR AT SITE EARLIER 
PROPOSED BY BUTTES (REF C). MOREOVER, TUNISIAN DRILLING 
SORTIE COULD WELL LEAD TO AN INCIDENT WHICH WOULD BE 
UNLIKELY TO HELP TUNISIA ACHIEVE ITS LONG-RUN GOAL OF 
PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTE LEADING TO EQUITABLE SHARE 
OF SHELF TERRITORY. 

2. SUGGEST EMBASSY BRING FOREGOING CONSIDERATIONS TO 
ATTENTION OF GOT UNLESS YOU PERCEIVE PROBLEMS WITH THIS 
COURSE. USG HAS TAKEN EVEN-HANDED APPROACH TO U.S. FIRMS 
UNDER EITHER TUNISIAN OR LIBYAN AUSPICES THAT HAVE 
CONSULTED WITH US ON NUMBER OF OCCASIONS. FYI MOST 

RECENTLY. READING AND BATES DRILLING COMPANY OF ANNAPOLIS. 
MARYLAND, INDICATED ON APRIL 5 THAT ITALIAN FIRM HAD 
REQUESTED IT TO TAKE UP DRILLING IN AREA WHERE ITALIAN 
RIG HAS SUSPENDED OPERATIONS. (THIS FIRM CONTEMPLATES 
USE OF RIG UNDER PANAMANIAN REGISTRY, OPERATING OUT OF 
MALTA WITH CREW OF 17 NATIONALITIES. INCLUDING SOME 
AMERICANS.) WE GAVE READING FULL BRIEFING ON SITUATION 
AND STANDARD ADVICE TO STAY OUT OF DISPUTED WATERS. 
NEVERTHELESS, COMPANY REP INDICATED THAT FIRM WAS 
FAVORABLY CONSIDERING ITALIAN PROPOSITION. WE WILL BE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 079051 

WATCHING THIS CAREFULLY. END FYI. 

3. DEPARTMENT BELIEVES THAT IT WOULD STRENGTHEN OUR 
ABILITY TO SUPPORT TUNISIA IN CONVERSATIONS WITH THE 
FRENCH AND ITALIANS IF WE WERE ABLE TO SAY THAT WE HAD 
CAUTIONED TUNISIA AGAINST USE OF NORWEGIAN RIG WHICH 
COULD BE CONSIDERED POLITICALLY PROVOCATIVE ACT. 

APPRECIATE YOUR REPLY ASAP. 

VANCE 
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